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SEIU

Stronger Together

support Education Opportunity for High Achieving Students!

Support HB1175 and SB603!

The Campaign for Education Opportunity

THE PROBLEM: Every year the Commonwealth punishes long-term, high achieving undocumented
students and denies itself additional revenue, knowledge and skills. They are good kids, who have done
nothing wrong themselves, have attended school in Massachusetts for years, have often lived here most of
their lives, and have proven their commitment to academic achievement and our state.

THE SOLUTION: Education opportunity legislation (H.1175/S.603) will allow long-term, high achieving
undocumented students to pay in-state tuition rates and gain access to higher education, while contributing
an estimated $2.5 million in additional revenue to the state.

WHAT DOES THE BILL DO: Education opportunity legislation would allow undocumented students to
pay in-state tuition rates if they meet ALL of the following requirements: 1) attended a MA high school for
at least three years; 2) received their diploma from a MA high school; 3) promise to pursue a pathway to
citizenship when one becomes available; and 4) received an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number
(ITIN) to confirm that they are paying taxes (5.603).

The bill is not a handout. It DOES NOT provide free tuition. It DOES NOT allow undocumented
students to qualify for state or federal financial aid. It DOES NOT allow undocumented students to receive
scholarships.

WHY SHOULD WE PASS EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY NOW?

- Education opportunity generates $2.5 million in additional revenue for the Commonwealth.

- The status quo punishes good kids who have done everything that has been asked of them, and it
starves the Commonwealth by denying it additional revenue, knowledge, and skills.

- Education opportunity legislation does not impact who applies to and is accepted by state and
community colleges.

- It is inexcusable that the nation’s most revered academic state has fallen behind Texas, Utah and
Oklahoma in realizing the potential of all its residents.

- Education opportunity legislation only affects 300-400 high-achieving students, or a fraction of 1% of
total state college enrollment, who want to pay into the state college system.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Harris Gruman, Political Director, SEIU MA State Council at 617-316-0443 or harris.gruman@seiu.org
Toby Guevin, State Policy Director, MIRA at 617-350-5480 x216 ot tguevin@miracoalition.otg
Erik Balsbaugh, Campaign Otganizer, MIRA at 617-350-5480 x207 or ebalsbaugh@miracoalition.org
CatlosSaavedra, Student Immigrant Movement (SIM) at 617-830-1813 or at csaavedra@simforus.com



Supporters of Education Opportunity for Immigrant Students (partial list)

Education
Massachusetts State College Presidents” Council
Massachusetts Community College Presidents Council
Massachusetts State College Association
Public Higher Education Network of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Teachers Association
Massachusetts Federation of Teachers
Boston Teachers Union
New England Association of College Admissions Counselors
MA Association of Teachers of Other Languages
MA American Association of University Women

Labor
Massachusetts AFL-CIO
SEIU State Council
Painters and Allied Trades, District Council 35
New England Joint Board, UNITE HERE
Greater Boston Labor Council

Business
Steve Grossman, Mass Envelope Plus
Robert Beal, The Beal Companies
Thomas O’Neill III, O’Neill and Associates
Arnold Hiatt, President The Stride Rite Foundation
Mass Taxpayers Foundation

Government
Thomas M. Menino, Mayor of Boston
Cities of Cambridge and Chelsea
Somerville School Committee

Interfaith
Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries (CMM)
American Jewish Committee
Merrimack Valley Project
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston
Massachusetts Community Action Network
Reverend Dr Ray Hammond, Bethel AME Church
Sister Lena Deevy, Irish Immigration Center

Civic and Community
Ncighbor to Ncighbor
Anti-Defamation League

Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations
National Organization of Women (NOW), MA Chapter
National Association of Social Workers (NASW), MA Chapter
Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese Speakers (MAPS)



