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Welcoming Massachusetts  

Welcome to Welcoming Massachusetts!  

In this guide you will find tools to assist you and your organization in engaging with  the Welcoming 
Massachusetts campaign.  This toolkit was compiled for the Welcoming Massachusetts Week of Action 

that will take place from October 12 -19, 2008, but is intended for use throughout the campaign .  This 
week is being organized to encourage groups and individuals to engage with the campaign and to start 

talking to their neighbors, co -workers and fellow parishioners about what it would mean to have a 

Massachusetts that truly welcomes all people, no matter what their immigration status or perceived  
immigration status.  

Actions that groups engage in during this week of action will be as diverse as the groups that are 

involved with Welcoming Massachusetts.  Groups are encouraged to use this toolkit for ideas, but also to 

go beyond them.  If your organi zation decides to have a Welcoming MA event, please advise Ellen 
Gallagher so she can include information about the events in the press advisory that will be sent out to 

the news media.    

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please contact Ellen Gallagher (617-350-5480 x217 

egallagher@miracoalition.org, Edwin Argueta (617-335-9501 Edwin@massjwj.net), Gobnait Conneely 
(617-542-7654 x 34 gconneely@iicenter.org), or Aileen Montour (617 -308-5196 

santuario@ascboston.org)  

Sincerely, 

Aileen, Alexandra, Edwin, Ellen, Gobnait, Patricia, Peter, Susan, Tito, Russ & Vicky nm 
The Outreach & Events Committee of Welcoming MA

mailto:egallagher@miracoalition.org
mailto:Edwin@massjwj.net
mailto:gconneely@iicenter.org
mailto:santuario@ascboston.org
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BACKGROUND  

In October of 2007, a number of Boston area community leaders came together to discuss ways to 
galvanize support for immigrant rights in Massachusetts given the current political climate. During this 

meeting, the idea to initiate a campaign to welcome immigrants in Massachusetts modeled after similar 
campaigns in Iowa and Tennessee was proposed. These successful initiatives formed broad-based 

coalitions from all walks of life ï community/civic, government, business, labor, and faith to support 

principles of human rights, human dignity, inclusion, and multiculturalism. After several conversations it 
was agreed that the goal of Welcoming Massachusetts is to make evident the fact that Massachusetts is a 

Welcoming State and there is political will to pass concrete, sensible, pro-immigrant legislation that 
serves all residents. Successful implementation of an intense campaign to gather pledges from each 

legislative district in the commonwealth will build the n ew partnerships we need, and lay the ground for a 

range of legislative victories. 

OVERVIEW  

Massachusetts played a leading role in establishing the moral and legal framework that gave birth to a 

new nation, the United States. The core values upon which the Untied States was founded were framed 
in the U.S. Declaration of Independence, which states in part that ñwe hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men [human beings] are created equal and endowed by the Creator with 
certain unalienable rights and that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.ò This historic document has inspired people throughout generations and across the world to 

advance the cause of democracy, liberty, and the respect for the basic dignity of every human being.  

Today, the core values which underpin American democracy are in peril. A rhetorical war has 

dehumanized immigrants by portraying them as ñillegalsò while our immoral and broken immigration law 
is placed above the core values on which the United States was founded. The failure of the U.S. Congress 

and the White House to enact responsible, sensible and humane immigration reform has given way to a 
de facto policy of harsh enforcement measures and it has created a vacuum at the state and local level.  

Welcoming Massachusetts has come to the conclusion that it is urgent to take a moral stand on 
immigrants and immigration policy because we believe that the current discourse regarding immigrants 

and the current enforcement only immigration policy are violating the core principles upon which the 
United States was founded and creating much suffering among people, their families and communities. 

STRATEGY 

Using a set of consensus principles as an education platform, Welcoming Massachusetts will aim to 

gather organizational and individual signatures in support of a pledge to make Massachusetts a 
welcoming state. Organizations and leaders will spread Welcoming Massachusetts principles and message 

through organizing, education and dialogue. Organizations and individuals joining this effort will be 
encouraged to have conversations regarding immigration and immigrant rights with their memberships, 

constituencies and/or communities in ways that are most appropriate for them.  

Once our goal is reached, we will have a public action that will manifest the collective power and 

intention of Massachusetts residents in their desire to create a more human, welcoming, and respecting 
environment for immigrants in the state. We believe that this will create the conditions for humane and 

sensible public policies regarding immigrants. 
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The Welcoming Massachusetts  Pledge  

Our countryôs core values rest upon, ñwe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal and endowed by the Creator with certain unalienable rights and that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.ò 

Today these values are imperiled by attacks on Massachusetts residents who have immigrated 
to this country in search of a better life. A rhetorical war has dehumanized immigrants, while 
our broken immigration system leads to inequality and violates the very principles upon which 
our country was founded, creating much suffering among people, their families and our 
communities. The current anti -immigrant rhetoric fails to recognize the economic and cultural 
contributions that immigrants make to our Commonwealth along with the rich immi grant 
traditions of the past which have made Massachusetts what it is today.  

Welcoming Massachusetts members: 

 Believe Massachusetts residents are empathetic and compassionate people and proud of 
their history as a bastion of American democracy; 

 Believe Massachusetts residents are hospitable, welcoming and inclusive of diversity and 
that we have a shared responsibility to treat all our neigh bors with respect and decency; 

 Uphold the basic principles upon which the United States was founded, establishing the 
equality of all people, including immigrants, endowing them with unalienable rights;  

 Believe that harsh immigration enforcement policies violate civil and human rights of 
immigrants and therefore the core value that all people are endowed with unalienabl e 
rights;  

 Recognize that immigrants are fellow human beings and we reject the use of de-
humanizing language; 

 Are committed to raising the level of public discourse concerning immigrants and 
immigration, so that public policies ref lect our highest values; and, 

 Are committed to better understanding the contributions that immigrants make to our 
state and the effects of immigration on our communities, and to challenging common 
myths and stereotypes. 

Given these principles, therefore, I pledge to make Massachusetts a welcoming state. 

I commit to publicly reject the politics of division and isolation that fan anger and hate against 
any person or community and to work towards just, workable and humane immigration policies 
that are anchored in Americaôs finest ideals and core values. 

Furthermore, I call upon members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation and the 
Administration to enact real solutions to Americaôs broken immigration system in the first 100 
days of the 111th Congress. 

___________________    _________________________________________________ 
Name                          City/Town               Zip Code              E-mail 
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HOW YOU AND/OR YOUR GROUP  
CAN GET INVOLVED WITH  

WELCOMING MASSACHUSETTS  
 

 
 

1.  Sign the Welcoming Massachusetts pledge!  (See page 3) 

2.  Endorse the campaign!   (See instructions on pages 7-10) 

3.  Engage in any or all of the activities described below  

 
 

 
A. Online individual endorsements  

Many of us have both smaller e-mail lists of our most active folks, and larger lists of 100, 500, 1000 
or more people. We can send to these larger lists to ask for online endorsements.  Itôs a good way 

not only to get these endorsements, but to spread more information about immigrant rights and 

Welcoming MA.  To sign the pledge, have your friends to go www.welcomingma.org.  
 

 
B. City Council or Town Board of Selectmen to endorse or pass a resolution affirming the Welcoming 

MA principles  (For a sample Proclamation, see pages 11 -13)  

a) Draft a resolution - As you can see, most of the language is drawn  from the Welcoming MA principles.  If 
your community has a particular immigrant history, you might include 1 or 2 "Whereas's" which refer to it)  

b) Build public support for the resolution by contacting influential community organizations and asking them to 
sign the pledge. (Churches, neighborhood associations, groups working for human rights and civil liberties 

are good first candidates.  Many other local organizations -- e.g., PTAs, labor unions, youth groups -- can 
also be approached.) 

c) Contact individuals on the council, explain why the resolution is important   and ask for their support, either 

as sponsors or voting yes. 
d) Ask to be put on the agenda and publicize the date of the meeting.  

e) Bring as many people as possible to the actual meeting.  Ask people who are willing to speak in behalf of the 
resolution if there is time  for public comment.  

f)  Applaud when the resolution passes! 

 
C. Hold a  vigil in your community and gather signatures  

Example: Cambridge United for Justice with Peace  holds a vigil every Wednesday evening from 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
in Central Square.  During the week of action, on Octrober 15, we will gather for a silent, candlelight vigil.   We 

will stand to show our solidarity with all immigrants and to express our  anguish at the plight of the detained and 
deported.  While most of the participants will stand or walk in a circle in solemn silence, 2 - 3 members of the 

group will gather Welcoming MA pledge signatures and talk with passersby.  

http://www.welcomingma.org/
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 Materials needed:   
a) large sign or banner letting people know who you are and why you're there -- one idea is to blow up the 

pledge 

b) petition forms (Be sure to add an address at the bottom where petitions can be returned)   and/or pledge 
cards 

c) candles, matches, and paper cups (to put the candles in to protect them from the wind)    
(It's also possible to ask people to bring flashlights and use those instead of candles.)  

If lights seem too complicated, it is of course possible to hold a vigil earlier in the day without lights.  
 

D. Petit ion in  central locations  (For a sample pe tition, see pages 14 -15)  

Vigils are good places to do petitioning, if there is foot traffic - and vigils provide good visibility as 
well. Post offices and libraries are often good for petitioning ï and having conversations.  Iôm sure 

everyone can locate the good places near them - supermarkets! farm markets! festivals!  Also there 
are lots of day long Town Days in the fall where we can take petitions. Once you gather signatures 

onto the Welcoming Massachusetts petitions, please either enter them into the on -line database at 

www.WelcomingMA.org or send them to Ellen Gallagher at MIRA Coalition, 105 Chauncy St #901, 
Boston, MA 02111 so that she may distribute them out to volunteers who will enter the names & 

information into the database. 
 

E. Write Letters to the Editor  (For a sample Op -Ed, see page 16)  
Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about the Welcoming Massachusetts campaign.  

Letter can focus on: the campaign itself, an activity associated with the campaign or it can be written 

in response to an article in the paper that illustrates how immigrants are welcomed or arenôt 
welcomed in your community.  For an example of an Op-Ed, please see the letter from Sister Lena 

Deevy of the Irish Immigration Center in the appendix of this manual o n page ___.  
 

F. Ask your rabbi, minister or priest to support the Welcoming MA campaign   

You could encourage your rabbi, minister, imam or priest to include a message of Welcoming and 
reference the Welcoming Massachusetts campaign (if appropriate) in their sermon or homily.  You 

could also host a discussion at your congregation/synagogue/temple about Welcoming Massachusetts 
and how being Welcoming relates to your faith.  Please also see the discussion guide on page__ for 

the movie Detained. 
For ideas and resources, please visit the following websites: 

 Resources from Interfaith Worker Justice: http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/immigration.html   

 The Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform, Justice for Immigrants: 

http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/immigration.html   

 Immigration Toolkit from the Jewish Council on Public Affairs: 

http://tools.isovera.com/organizations.php3?action=printContentTypeHome&orgid=54&typeI
D=1289&User_Session=4c71204db439f6c45e1d95cfd29ae9c2  

 Jews for Racial & Economic Justice: http://www.jfrej.org/index.html    

 

G. Presentation in Classes  

High School, ESOL , GED and other adult ed classes provide an excellent opportunity to present the 
Welcoming Massachusetts campaign.  Take advantage of the opportunity to organize students, 

teachers, and other participants in such programs so they get excited about creating their own 
activity during the week of action, Oct 12 ï 19.  At the same time invite them to the larger 

Welcoming Massachusetts meetings, and encourage them to create their local long term Welcoming 

Massachusetts committee chapter. 
 

http://www.welcomingma.org/
http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/immigration.html
http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/immigration.html
http://tools.isovera.com/organizations.php3?action=printContentTypeHome&orgid=54&typeID=1289&User_Session=4c71204db439f6c45e1d95cfd29ae9c2
http://tools.isovera.com/organizations.php3?action=printContentTypeHome&orgid=54&typeID=1289&User_Session=4c71204db439f6c45e1d95cfd29ae9c2
http://www.jfrej.org/index.html


Welcoming Massachusetts  
 

www.welcomingma.org  
6 

 

Welcoming Massachusetts  

H.  Having a Welcoming Massachusetts table at local Fairs / Events  

During this time of the year, in many different cities and towns across the commonwealth there are a 
variety of community -wide events that range from celebrating the  start of fall season, independence 

celebrations (in several immigrant communities), to getting out the vote for the November elections.  

This is a tremendous opportunity to have a table with information about the Welcoming 
Massachusetts campaign, to collect signatures, to get other people excited about it and particular ly 

the week of action on Oct 12 - 19, but most importantly to connect with other folks in the community 
and to make immigrant rights also an important issue for progressives to take on at the very local 

level. 
 

I.  Electoral w ork   

If you are already doing electoral work like Voter Registration, j ust add another part to your work: 
ask people to sign pledge cards and talk to them about Welcoming MA while theyôre registering to 

vote or after theyôve already told you that they are voting.  This is especially pertinent when the issue 
that is being discussed is something that pertains to Welcoming MA, for example: the rights of 

immigrants, safety in our communities, etc.    

 
If there is a n electoral race in your community where immigration is a hot topic, consider canvassing 

for signatures for Welcoming Massachusetts (this can get done in a variety of settings that are 
described in this packet) and distributing information and/or talking about the candidates views on 

immigration.  You may also consider asking the candidates to take the Welcoming Massachusetts 
pledge and then publicizing their endorsement of the campaign.  

 

J. Movie & discussion  (For a discussion guide, see page 17)  
Host a movie that touches on immigration and lead a discussion about what it means to be a 

welcoming community.  A discussion guide is included on the following page for  the film Detained by 
Jenny Alexander, which is about the immigration raid that happened in New Bedford, MA in 2006.   

 
K. Popular Theatre/Guerilla Theatre  

Abridged definition from Wikipedia: Guerrilla (Spanish for ñlittle warò) describes the act of 
spontaneous, surprise performances in unlikely public spaces to an unsuspecting audience. Typically 
these performances intend to draw attention to a political/social issue through satire, protest, and 

carnivalesque techniques.  

Write & perform a few vignettes or a short play interpreting what it means to be welcomed or 
unwelcomed in Massachusetts.  Perform this play for any group youôre a part of or in to practice.  

Next, take it to a place where people often congregate and perform it.  You could also perform it in a 
symbolic location and invite the press. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protest
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Process for Organizations Signing Welcoming Massachusetts 
Pledge  

 
The following instructions explain the process for getting signatures for the Welcoming 
Massachusetts Pledge.  Individuals can always sign the pledge by going directly to the 
web site www.welcomingma.org and signing up on-line.  However, our goal is to sign 
up as many organizations and individuals as we can.  The best way to do this is for one 
person to take responsibility for an organization they belong to (a church, a trade 
union, a school, or a community organization)ðto have that organization officially 
endorse the pledge, and to have individuals involved with that organization sign the 
pledge.  Each individual can sign the pledge by signing the petition. Then the person 
taking responsibility for the organization enters each individual who signed the pledge 
on the web site.  This is important ðit provides an accurate head count of everyone 
who has signed the pledge.  So here is what you need to do:  
 

1. Go to the web site and click on resources.  Click on the Organizational 
Endorsement Form and print it out.  Then click on the Welcoming Mass Pledge 
Petition Form and print that out.  Also click on the Pledge Card and print out a 
copy of itðand make additional copies. 
 

2. Distribute the pledge cards to people in your organization.  Show the 
organization endorsement form to those in your organization.  Go thru the 
decision-making process required by your organization to officially endorse the 
pledge.  After it has been endorsed, complete the organization endorsement 
form and FAX it to Ellen Gallagher 617-350-5499, or email the information on the 
form you completed to Ellen Gallagher at egallagher@miracoalition.org 

 
3. Get some others to support you to help you get as many individuals in your 

organization as possible to sign the pledge.  Use the Pledge Petition Form.  You 
will need to make sure you get each individualôs name and zip code.  Please also 
ask for each personôs email addressðthis will allow us to send them very 
occasional updates or alerts from the Welcoming coalition.   

 
4. The Welcoming Coalition needs to have a record of each individual who has 

signed the pledge.  To make this happen, you will need to go to the web site, 
click on ñSign the Pledge,ò and enter each individualôs name, and zip code to the 
on-line form.  The req uired fields are name, zip code, and email address.  If you 
do not have the personôs email address then enter a place-holder (like 
anon@anon.com) 

 

http://www.welcomingma.org/
mailto:egallagher@miracoalition.org
mailto:anon@anon.com
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ORGANIZATIONAL ENDORSEMENT FORM  
 

 
 
____ _______________________ endorses Welcoming Massachusetts.   
Name of Organization 

 
My organization agrees to promote and uphold the principles outlined in the Welcoming 
Massachusetts pledge. 
 
We do so in the spirit of collaboration for the common goal of creating a Massachusetts that is 
welcoming, hospitable and inclusive of diversity, and committed to respecting the innate dignity 
of all people.     

 
 

 

_______________________________________________      
Signature of authorized organizational representative 

 
 

___________________________________________     _____________  

Print Name/Title                                Date               
 

 
__________________________________________________ 

Name of Organization  
 

 

________________________________     ____________________________    _____________       
Address        City         Zip    

 
 

_______________________   _______________________   ___________________________________ 

Office phone            Fax                  Email 
 

 
Once completed, please fax this form to:  617 -350 -5499  

or mail it to: Welcoming Massachusetts attn Ellen Gallagher,  
MIRA Coalition, 105 Chauncy St #901, Boston, MA 02111  

 

For more information, please contact Ellen Gallagher office: 617 -350 -5480 x217  
email: egallagher@miracoaliton.org  

 

mailto:egallagher@miracoaliton.org
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  
For organizations that wish to join the Steering Committee  

  
I , as an authorized decision-making representative of __________________________________, 
commit to join the Steering Committee of Welcoming Massachusetts.  
 
My organization is fully committed to serve as an official member of the Welcoming Massachusetts 
and as such, agree to:  
 

 ̧ Promote and uphold the principles outlined by Welcoming Massachusetts 
 

 ̧ Introduce Welcoming Massachusetts to community, civic, labor, businesses, and faith groups  
 

 ̧ Gather _______ organizational signatures and ________ individual signatures to the 
Welcoming Massachusetts pledge 

 
 ̧ Post organizational and individual signatures to Welcoming Massachusetts website and 

deliver hard copies of pledges for the culminating event during the Summer 2008  
 

 ̧ Participate in planning and implementing strategies to educate and disseminate positive 
messages about immigrants and multiculturalism throughout the Commonwealth  

 
Help plan the culminating social action event in November 2008 

 
Participate in bimonthly planning meetings 

 
We enter this agreement with our fellow Welcoming Massachusetts steering committee members in 
the spirit of collaboration for the common goal of creating a Massachusetts which is welcoming, 
hospitable and inclusive of diversity, and committed to respecting  the innate dignity of all people.   

 
 

_______________________________________     _____________________________   ______ 
Print Name/Title                      Signature                  Date 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Name of Organization  
 
 
_________________________________________     ____________________________    _____________       

Address         City          Zip    
 

 
_______________________   _________________________   ___________________________________ 
Office phone           Fax               Email 
 

For more information, please contact Ellen Gallagher o: 617 -350 -5480 x217 e: egallagher@miracoaliton.org  
Please  fax to  617 -350 -5499  

mailto:egallagher@miracoaliton.org
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ENDORSEMENTS 
Organizations  
 
1199 SEIU United Health Workers East 

Agencia Alpha 

Alternatives for Community and Environment 

American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee of MA 

Anti-Defamation League 

Arlington Human Rights Commission 

Arlington Street Church 

Arlington-Teosinte Sister City Project 

Arlington United for Justice with Peace 

Association of 

Haitian Women (AFAB) 

Berkshire Immigrant Center 

Boston Hotel Union, Local 26 

Boston Committee in Solidarity with the People of El 

Salvador 

Brazilian Immigrant Center 

Brazilian Women's Group 

Cambridge Area Four Neighborhood Coalition 

Cambridge Democratic Committee 

Cambridge Health Alliance 

Cambridge United with Justice for Peace 

Center for New Americans 

Centro Presente 

Chelsea Collaborative 

Chinese Progressive Association 

City Life/Vida Urbana 

Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries (CMM) 

Codman Square Health Center 

Community Action Agency of Somerville 

Community Economic Development Center of 

Southeastern Massachusetts 

Community Labor United 

La Comunidad, Inc. 

Dominican Development CenterDudley Street 

Neighborhood Initiative 

East Boston Ecumenical Community Council 

Ethos 

First Congregational Church of Somerville 

 

First Parish in Brookline Unitarian Universalist - Social 

Action Committee First Universalist Society of Salem, 

MA 

Hyde Square Task Force 

International Language Institute of MA 

Irish Immigration Center 

Jewish Community Relations Council 

Jobs with Justice 

Latinos Unidos en Massachusetts 

MA Association of Community Development 

Corporations 

MA Alliance of Portuguese Speakers 

MA Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA) 

Massachusetts Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice 

MA Peace Action 

Metropolitan Council for Educational Opportunity 

Neighborhood of Affordable Housing (NOAH) 

New England Joint Board, UNITE HERE 

Nomads of Boston 

Old Ship Church, First Parish in Hingham 

One Lowell 

Polonia Votes 2008 

Proyecto Hondurenos 

Rice Sticks and Tea 

Roca, Inc. 

Russian Community Association of Massachusetts 

SEIU Local 615 

Sociedad Latina 

Somerville Community Corporation 

Somerville Mental Health Association/Homeless 

Prevention 

Temple B'nai Brith 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

United for Justice with Peace 

Urban Edge 

Waltham Alliance to CreateHousing, WATCH CDC 

The Welcome Project 

Western MA Coalition for Immigrant & Worker Rights 

 

http://www.1199seiu.org/members/regions/mass/index.cfm
http://www.agenciaalpha.org/
http://www.ace-ej.org/
http://www.adcma.org/
http://regions.adl.org/new-england/
http://www.ascboston.org/
http://www.arlingtonteosinte.org/
http://www.arlingtonujp.org/
http://www.afab-kafanm.org/
http://www.afab-kafanm.org/
http://www.berkshireic.com/
http://www.bostonhotelunion.org/
http://www.cispes.org/
http://www.cispes.org/
http://www.braziliancenter.org/
http://www.verdeamarelo.org/
http://a4nc.org/
http://www.cambridgedems.com/
http://www.cha.harvard.edu/
http://www.justicewithpeace.org/
http://www.cnam.org/
http://www.cpresente.org/
http://www.chelseacollab.org/
http://www.cpaboston.org/
http://www.clvu.org/
http://www.coopmet.org/
http://www.codman.org/
http://www.caasomerville.org/
http://www.cedc-sm.org/
http://www.cedc-sm.org/
http://massclu.org/
http://www.dsni.org/
http://www.dsni.org/
http://www.dsni.org/
http://www.ebecc.org/
http://www.ethocare.org/
http://www.firstchurchsomerville.org/
http://www.firstparishinbrookline.org/index.htm
http://www.firstparishinbrookline.org/index.htm
http://www.salemuu.org/
http://www.salemuu.org/
http://www.salemuu.org/
http://www.hydesquare.org/
http://ili.edu/
http://www.iicenter.org/
http://www.jcrcboston.org/
http://www.massjwj.net/
http://www.latinosunidosma.org/
http://www.macdc.org/
http://www.macdc.org/
http://www.maps-inc.org/ehome.htm
http://www.miracoalition.org/
http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/immigration.html
http://www.masspeaceaction.org/
http://www.metcoinc.org/
http://www.noahcdc.org/
http://www.nejb.us/
http://centasia.fas.harvard.edu/hpce_cahl_arch.html#CALL_FOR_PARTICIPATION_No2007_3_1
http://oldshipchurch.org/
http://www.onelowell.net/
http://poloniavotes2008.com/?ver=en&action=register
http://www.proyectohonduras.org/
http://www.tuftsmedicalcenter.org/AboutUs/CommunityHealthPrograms/RiceSticksandTeaAsianFoodPantry
http://www.rocainc.org/
http://www.seiu615.org/
http://www.sociedadlatina.org/
http://www.somervillecdc.org/
http://templebnaibrith.org/
http://www.uua.org/
http://www.uusc.org/
http://www.justicewithpeace.org/
http://www.urbanedge.org/
http://www.watchcdc.org/
http://www.welcomeproject.org/
http://wmciwr.blogspot.com/
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City Councils  
As of 9/14/08, the following cities and towns have passed Welcoming Massachusetts resolutions: 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
  

Elected Officials  
 

As of 9/14/08, the following elected officials have explicitly endorsed or voted in favor of a more 
welcoming Massachusetts: 
Thomas Ambrosino, Mayor of Revere 

Daniel Bianchi, Pittsfield City Council 
Mark Ciommo, Boston City Council 

Rob Consalvo, Boston City Council 

Louis Costi, Pittsfield City Council 
Martina Cruz, Lawrence School Committee 

Joseph Curatone, Mayor of Somerville 
Henrietta Davis, Cambridge City Council 

Marjorie Decker, Cambridge City Council 

Carlo DeMaria, Mayor of Everett 
Rosa DiFlorio, Everett City Council 

Marueen Feeney, Boston City Council 
Anthony Gallucio, Massachusetts State Senator 

Kevin Greeley, Arlington Board of Selectman 
John Hurd, Arlington Board of Selectman 

Craig Kelley, Cambridge City Council 

Matthew Kerwood, Pittsfield City Council 
Annie Lacourt, Arlington Board of Selectman 

Salvatore LaMattina, Boston City Council 
Gerald Lee, Pittsfield City Council 

Bill Linehan, Boston City Council 

Jonathan Lothrop, Pittsfield City Council 

Anthony Maffuccio, Pittsfield City Council 

David Maher, Cambridge City Council 
Diane Mahon, Arlington Board of Selectman 

Pete Marchetti, Pittsfield City CouncilLewis Markham,  

  Pittsfield City Council 
Thomas Menino, Mayor of Boston 

Brian Murphy, Vice Mayor of Cambridge 
Denise Provost, Massachusetts State Representative 

Kenneth Reeves, Cambridge City Council 

Michael Ross, Boston City Council 
Clarissa Rowe, Arlington Board of Selectman 

James Ruberto, Mayor of Pittsfield 
Cynthia Sarne, Everett City Council 

Sam Seidel, Cambridge City Council 
Kevin Sherman, Pittsfield City Council 

Denise Simmons, Mayor of Cambridge 

John Tobin, Jr., Boston City Council 
Timothy Toomey, Jr., Cambridge City Council 

Chuck Turner, Boston City Council 
Linda Tyer, Pittsfield City Council 

Michael Ward, Pittsfield City Council 

Charles Yancey, Boston City Council 

 
Individuals  
 
As of 9/14/08, over 4,000  people from across the commonwealth have signed the Welcoming Massachusetts 

campaign!! 

http://tomambrosino.org/
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.ci.lawrence.ma.us/Pages/LawrenceMA_Council/School
http://www.somervillema.gov/division.cfm?orgunit=MAYOR
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.cityofeverett.com/Everett_files/mayor/index.htm
http://www.cityofeverett.com/Everett_files/citycouncil/index.htm
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.mass.gov/legis/member/adg0.htm
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_Selectmen/index
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_Selectmen/index
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_Selectmen/index
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_Selectmen/index
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cityofboston.gov/mayor/
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil2.cfm?article_id=11&tnltext=City%20Council%20Members
http://www.mass.gov/legis/member/d_p1.htm
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_Selectmen/index
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/mayor.asp
http://www.cityofeverett.com/Everett_files/citycouncil/index.htm
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cambridgema.gov/mayor.cfm
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.cambridgema.gov/ccouncil.cfm
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.pittsfield-ma.org/council.asp
http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/
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This is a translation of the proclamation in Pittsfield that is published on the previous page  

 
 

PROCLAMACIÓN  
 
 
CONSIDERANDO QUE , la ciudad de Pittsfield recuerda, honra, y valora nuestras 
raices inmigrantes, y abraza los valores inmigrantes de familia, fe, y trabajo duro; y,  
 
CONSIDERANDO QUE, la ciudad de Pittsfield es orgulloso de ser compañero con el 
Red de Acción Intra -cultural  y la creación del Coalición de Massachusetts le da 
la Bienvenida (Welcoming Massachusetts Coalition); y, 
 
CONSIDERANDO QUE , la Coalición de Massachusetts le da la Bienvenida  tiene 
la meta de construir una coalición de mando en todo el estado para resistir las 
actividades contra-inmigrantes y cultivar un clima político y cultural que le da la 
bienvenida a los inmigrantes; y, 
 
CONSIDERANDO QUE , Pittsfield ha sido reconocido por ser un lugar con una 
infraestructura fuerte y la capacidad de asumir una campa¶a de ñcorazon y menteò 
diseñado para abrazar inmigrantes por todas partes de nuestra comunidad; y, 
 
CONSIDERANDO QUE, la ciudad de Pittsfield es comprometido a subir el nivel de 
conversación público sobre inmigrantes y inmigración, para que polizas públicas son 
diseñados en un ambiente de respeto mutuo; y,  
 
AHORA, POR LO TANTO, Yo, James M. Ruberto, alcalde de la ciudad de Pittsfield y  en 
nombre de la ciudad de Pittsfield 
 
Por este medio en este decimoquinto día de mayo, dos mil ocho, el Red de Acción 
Intra -cultural  y la Coalición de Massuchetts le da la Bienvenida  como 
organizaciones importantes que ayudan darles la bienvenida a los inmigrantes a nuestra 
comunidad.  Yo insisto que todos los ciudadanos de Pittsfield y por todas partes de la 
Entidad de Massachusetts se unan a  y se hagan parte de la Coalición de 
Massachusetts le da la Bienvenida.   
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Sign the Pledge  

Our countryôs core values rest upon, ñwe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal and endowed by the Creator with certain unalienable rights and that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.ò 

Today these values are imperiled by attacks on Massachusetts residents who have immigrated 
to this country in search of a better life. A rhetorical war has dehumanized immigrants, while 
our broken immigration system leads to inequality and violates the very prin ciples upon which 
our country was founded, creating much suffering among people, their families and our 
communities. The current anti -immigrant rhetoric fails to recognize the economic and cultural 
contributions that immigrants make to our Commonwealth alo ng with the rich immigrant 
traditions of the past which have made Massachusetts what it is today.  

Welcoming Massachusetts members: 
Å Believe Massachusetts residents are empathetic and compassionate people and proud of their 
history as a bastion of American democracy; 
Å Believe Massachusetts residents are hospitable, welcoming and inclusive of diversity and that 
we have a shared responsibility to treat all our neighbors with respect and decency;  
Å Uphold the basic principles upon which the United States was founded, establishing the 
equality of all people, including immigrants, endowing them with unalienable rights;  
Å Believe that harsh immigration enforcement policies violate civil and human rights of 
immigrants and therefore the core value that all people a re endowed with unalienable rights;  
Å Recognize that immigrants are fellow human beings and we reject the use of de-humanizing 
language; 
Å Are committed to raising the level of public discourse concerning immigrants and immigration, 
so that public policies reflect our highest values; and,  
Å Are committed to better understanding the contributions that immigrants make to our state 
and the eff ects of immigration on our communities, and to challenging common myths and 
stereotypes. 

Given these principles, therefore, I pledge to make Massachusetts a welcoming state. 

I commit to publicly reject the politics of division and isolation that fan anger and hate against 
any person or community and to work towards just, workable and humane immigration policies 
that are anchored in Americaôs finest ideals and core values. 

Furthermore, I call upon members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation and the 
Administration to enact real solutions to Americaôs broken immigration system in the first 100 
days of the 111th Congress. 
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Welcoming Massachusetts  

I pledge to make Massachusetts a welcoming state.  

I commit to publicly reject the politics of division and isolation that fan anger and hate 
against any person or community and to work towards just, workable and humane 
immigration policies that are anchored in Americaôs finest ideals and core values. 

Furthermore, I call upon members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation and 
the Administration to enact real solutions to Americaôs broken immigration system in the 

first 100 days of the 111th Congress. 

 

Name________________  City/Town______________Zip Code________E-mail______ 
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